. The St. Thomas Times and Tidings

April 2007

Volume 1, Issue 7

In This Issue

Sr. Warden Notes

St. Thomas Amazing Praisers

N

Birthdays

Brown Bag Sunday

Youth Group

ECW News

Dates to Remember

Young Families Supper Club

Spring Clean-Up

Young Families Supper Club

W| W WW| WWW|W

Samaritan Guild

BN

Prayer Ministry

Transportation Guild

Eucharist and Healing Prayer

Ministry Sign-Up Sheets

Lenten Series Thanks

Easter Egg Hunt

Used Book Corner

St. Thomas Library

Christian Education

Childcare Volunteers Needed

Celebration of Life
Richard L. Thompson

Glu uu o A ANA AR

Palm Sunday and Holy Week
Schedule

April Serving Schedule

April Calendar

Faith Alive Weekend

Lay Delegates to Annual
Council 2008

0| V| ® |\

Cursillo in October

St. John’s Drywall Ministry

Life in the Spirit

Q. What is the Holy Spirit? A. The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the
Trinity, God at work in the world and in the Church even now.

Q. How do we recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives? A.
We recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit when we confess Jesus
Christ as Lord and are brought into love and harmony with God, with
ourselves, with our neighbors, and with all creation. From the Book of
Common Prayer, p. 852

As Jesus prepared to go the cross and leave this earth he promised that
he would not leave a void, and that the Father would send the Holy Spirit
in Jesus’ name to teach us all things and remind us of what Jesus said
when he was among us. John 14:26. He also said that the Holy Spirit
would guide us in all truth. John 16:13.

After the gift of salvation, the gift of the Holy Spirit is perhaps the most
important example of God’s grace to humanity. Through the Spirit, we
can know the truth of God in creation and in our lives. Through the
Spirit, Scripture can be opened to us that we may know God’s will for us.
And through the Spirit, we can be safely led through the rocks and
shoals of temptation and sin to live holy and obedient lives.

But this doesn’t happen automatically. As believers we receive the Holy
Spirit at our baptisms. BCP, p. 306. At that time the Spirit takes up
residence in our hearts and seals us as Christ’s own forever. But that
does not mean that the Spirit is immediately active in our lives or that
we can just casually count on the Spirit to give us the answers.

It still is up to us. Jesus did not promise that the Holy Spirit would con-
trol us, or even take the initiative. That is not the case. It remains our
responsibility through prayer, contemplation, meditation, or some spiri-
tual discipline to call upon the Spirit and actively seek the divine guid-
ance that the Spirit can make available to us.

It is as though the Spirit enters us through baptism as a glowing ember,
but does not show forth in our lives until fanned into flames by the
heartfelt expression of our desire to actually live life in the Spirit. Only
with an inquiring and listening heart can we truly hear the spirit, and if
we do ask and listen we will be renewed in the ways in which God wills
for us.

No matter what our situations in life, and no matter what blessings or
burdens we might be experiencing, the Holy Spirit is here to speak the
Father’s words to us and to give us joy and comfort if we but ask and call
upon this precious manifestation of God'’s grace.

Fr. Bill
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Notes from the Senior Warden-Dick Park

I believe there is a new sense of mission in our church, driven in part by Fr. Bill’s
commitment, enthusiasm, and unflagging energy. The vestry responsibilities
have been reorganized to maximize our involvement. In addition to the other
guilds and groups, there is an active prayer ministry, Samaritan Guild, and now a
new Transportation Guild. Remember, stewardship is the giving of time and tal-
ents as well as financial support, so don’t hesitate to contribute to our varied
ministries. The Adult Christian Education program is meeting every week be-
tween services, and there is a commitment to an expanded youth program with a
meeting of parents planned. There is also co-sponsorship of a Jr. High and Sr. High EYC, with
teenagers from four churches sharing our facilities every Sunday afternoon. If you have chil-
dren in those age groups, I urge you to get them involved.

The Wednesday evening Lenten Programs continue to be well attended. The short Holy Eucha-
rist, complete with homily, is followed by a soup and salad supper, and a short program. See
photos and write-up below about our very own thespian troupe.

St. Thomas Amazing Praisers

Front Row: Mary Sartin, Tyrone Sartin Susan White, Director
Back Row: Sally Kappus, Paul Montjoy, Judy Gaupp

The cast of "The Road to Emmaus,” pictured above, presented the one act play on Wednesday,
March 21, as part of our Lenten Program series. The script is taken from the Gospel according
to Luke 24.

The St. Thomas Amazing Praisers is our ongoing in-house troupe that will perform Christian
plays, skits, and other productions from time to time throughout the year. The group continues
to recruit people who are interested in performing, as well as those handy with a hammer or
needle to construct sets, make costumes, and do other related things. Please contact Susan
White at 255-2568 if you feel called to this ministry.
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April Birthdays!
Apr 4 —Bobbie Stephens
—Bill Frisbie
Apr 7 —Betty Hopkins
Apr 16—Lady Anne Bruce
Apr 18—Gwen Montjoy
Apr 19—Walker Montjoy
Apr 23—Joe Floyd
—Evan Ruzicka
—Mary Sartin
Apr 24—Dee Daigle
Apr 30—Corny Swayze

-
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“Brown Bag Sunday”
and the Hancock
County Food Pantry

Thank you for your over-
whelming response to Brown
Bag Sunday in March. We would like to
continue to have the first Sunday of each
month be Brown Bag Sunday, although
you should feel free to bring in nonperish-
able food items at any time and place
them beside the TV set in Johnson Hall
until further notice. We would make de-
liveries to the Food Pantry as and when
appropriate quantities accumulate.

The next designated Food Pantry Sunday
is April 1, and we will continue to receive
food at the church through Holy Week.

Youth Group Mission Trip and Activities

= The St. Thomas youth group, along
— with youth from St. Peter’s by-the-
| Sea in Gulfport, St. Patrick’s in Long
Beach, and Christ Church in Bay St.
% Louis will take a mission trip to
Chattanooga on April 26-29.

The group will do some outreach, see the sites of
the city, and possibly do some hiking and visit the
Sewanee campus. Registration forms are in the
church office. Please call Andrew MclLarty, the
Youth Group Director, if you have questions or need
further information. He can be reached at (601)
212-4042 and at andrew_mclarty@hotmail.com.

The youth group continues to meet at the church on
Sundays, although there will be no meeting on
Easter Day. The group is divided into 6-8th grade
students who meet from 4:00-5:15, followed by
dinner from 5:15-5:45. The 9-12th grade students
also join in for dinner, and then have their program
from 5:45-7:00 p.m.

This is a great opportunity for our young people to
meet with teens from other Coast communities.
Please encourage your children, grandchildren, and
friends’ and neighbors’ children to participate in this
activity.

ECW News

ECW April meeting will be Saturday, April
14, at 10:00 a.m. in Johnson Hall. Please
call Sue Stewart (255-1953) if you would
like us to provide child care. We will be
happy to do so. We hope to have a sur-
prise for you!

Young Families Supper Club

The Young Families Supper Club will
go bowling for it's April get together.
Meet at the Diamondhead Bowling Al-
ley at 6:30 on Saturday, April 28th.

Dutch treat. Child care will be available at
the church for the evening.

Dates to Remember

April 1 —Palm Sunday
—Food Pantry Sunday
April 1-7 Holy Week (See Schedule p. 6)
April 8 —Easter Sunday
April 14 —ECW Meeting
April 21 —Men’s Breakfast

April 22 —Spring Clean-Up

{:7\ Spring Clean-Up Day on April 22
/A
= )/’:x
LQ/\Q\‘/\\) Our annual spring clean-up and repairs
‘ ) NS of the buildings and grounds will be on
A \\l"\g April 22, which also appropriately hap-
f \&Fw \}1\3 pens to be Earth Day. There will be a
= SNSRI

& single service at 9:00, a.m., followed by
clean-up and refreshments offered by the Men’s Break-
fast Group. Rain date is April 29. Additional details will
follow.
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Samaritan Guild

This group of volunteers brings Christ’s love to church mem-
bers who are homebound, hospitalized, or otherwise unable to
attend services on Sunday. There are note cards in the nar-
thex for you to use for family and friends who are also not
members of St. Thomas. Please feel free to use this gesture
of caring. This group meets every Thursday at 10:00 am in
Fr. Bill's office.

Prayer Ministry

The St. Thomas prayer ministry emphasizes interces-
sory prayer on behalf of members of the church, their
families and loved ones, and the church as a whole.

A 24 hour Prayer Line for emergency or immediate needs is
available and staffed by people in the church committed to of-
fer prayer for these needs. Please call Susan White at 255-
2568 (home) or (228) 229-4881 (cell) to alert the prayer min-
istry team.

An Intercessory Prayer Letter for anticipated or long-term
needs invites you to write a prayer request on a form avail-
able on the table in the sitting area outside the sanctuary, and
leave in the box on that table. Each Sunday after the 10:00
a.m. service this prayer letter will be sent to a group of prayer
warriors who will pray for these needs during the week.

A Prayer Corner during Eucharist and the balance of the 10:00
a.m. service began in March, with two prayer team members
being available in the choir loft for anyone wanting personal
prayer. During communion and after the service those wishing
to be prayed for may go upstairs for private prayer.

All requests will be treated with confidentiality. If you would
like to become a part of any of these prayer ministries, please
call Susan White at 255-2568

There will be a Prayer Team meeting on Wednesday, April 4,
at 6 pm at the church.

Wednesday Healing
and Eucharist Service

=X
‘ A service of Holy Com-

A

munion and Healing is
offered each Wednesday at
12:15 p.m. The service is de-
signed so that you may partici-
pate in either or both parts of
the service. Eucharist is cele-
brated first. Healing and prayer
can be offered for yourself, and
for others about whom you
might be concerned.

Ministry Sign-Up
Sheets

Sign-up sheets for St.
Thomas’ ministries and pro-
grams continue to be available
on the table in the foyer under
Bishop Gray’s picture. If you
have not reviewed one of these
sheets, then Fr. Bill and the
Vestry urge you to do so.
Something might strike you as
an area in which you could par-
ticipate in the church’s minis-
tries to its members and the
community. You might see
something of interest to which
you have given little thought.
Sometimes a call to service can
rest beneath the surface, and
needs only the slightest invita-
tion to come to consciousness.

St. Thomas Transportation Guild

There is a growing need for elderly and in-
firm members of St. Thomas who live alone to be driven to
medical appointments. We would like to form a Transporta-
tion Guild comprised of a pool of drivers who could be avail-
able to do this. Please contact the church office or look for
the sign-up sheet in Johnson Hall after Sunday services to be-
come a part of this team. You should sign for the day or days
you might be available if you feel called to this ministry. We
realize that potential drivers also have their own schedules
and conflicts, and the idea is to have enough people on the list
so that if one person cannot do it, the next person on the list
could be available.

Lenten Series Thanks

The St. Thomas Wednesday Lenten
Series concluded on March 28 with
a presentation on Christ in the
Passover. Fr. Bill and the Vestry
extend a sincere thanks to all who
participated in this five week pro-
gram, including Nell Frisbie, our
Worship Coordinator, and our per-
sona dramatae of Bob and Mat-
thew Saucier, Pris and Jim Wil-
liams, and the St. Thomas Amaz-
ing Praisers (Tyrone and Mary Sar-
tin, Judy Gaupp, Sally Kappus, and
Paul Montjoy) and the directors
Susan White and Marilyn Meilleur.
Also special thanks to all those
who helped prepare the wonderful
meals we shared and enjoyed
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Easter Time is the Time for Eggs!

There will be an Easter egg hunt for St. Thomas little ones following the
10:00 a.m. service on Easter Sunday. Don’t forget to bring your baskets!
This event is sponsored by the St. Thomas ECW. Plastic eggs filled with

\Vz)
255

V) Easter surprises are used. Donations of Easter candies or stickers to be
) w/ used as fillings are welcome. Please leave off chocolate (if the weather is warm, it
melts and becomes messy) and small, hard candies which can be choking objects
for young children. If you would like to contribute, please bring items to the
church by Sunday, April 1. ECW already has the plastic eggs.
y E%ri USED BOOK CORNER Christian Education
%v%f,f_-}g Read any interesting books lately? Christian Education will re-
&A™ Need a new cookbook? sume between the services
RIS i .
== ] £ at 9:00 a.m. on April 29
o= Have you noticed the used book cor- 3 — with a four part series on

— ]

ner in Johnson Hall?

You're sure to find some-
thing of interest. These books are for sale and
priced as marked. All proceeds from the used
book sales go to the ECW general fund. For
more information or to donate books, please
contact Travella Dabler (255-4154).

Stop by and browse!

St. Thomas Library.

And while you’re browsing for
books, move on into the St. Thomas
Library. Lent and Easter are a won-
> derful time to broaden your horizons,

and you will find a good selection of
spiritual materials right here to help you do that.
There are also books for your children and/or
grandchildren. Our library works on the honor
system. We only ask that you put your name on
the card that is on the book jacket of each book,
and place the card in the little box on the table
in the center of the room. There is no time limi-
tation for checking out material, but /7/

we hope that you will return it

within a reasonable time so others
might enjoy.

the Trinity, leading up to
Trinity Sunday on June 3.
This course will explore nothing less than the
Doctrine of God, the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, and how these three divine persons
exist, interrelate, and carry forth their mis-
sions. If you ever have had any doubts or
uncertainties about who God really is in the
context of the Trinity, this offering should
stimulate your thoughts and understanding.

o

Need Childcare Volunteers
for Mom’s Day Out

The church wants to extend
o itself to its members and into
the community by offering a
weekly time to be determined (morning, af-
ternoon, or parts of both) where busy par-
ents could bring their children to the church
for a few hours while they do other things.

We have not budgeted childcare costs for this
activity, and would need volunteers to be at
the church to help with the children. Please
let Fr. Bill or Debbye know if you are inter-
ested in this concept, and then we will work
with setting a schedule.

Celebration of the Life of Richard Leon Thompson

¥ A Service of Celebration and Commendation for Richard Thompson, beloved hus-
band of Evelyn Thompson, was held at St. Thomas on Friday, March 30. Richard
and Evelyn’s children attended along with many from our St. Thomas family.
Richard was remembered for touching the lives of others with his warmth, sense
of humor, and a way of being an uplifting and encouraging presence. We pray
for Evelyn and the family, and draw comfort from knowing that Richard is safe

with our Lord and is waiting there for us.
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Palm Sunday and Holy Week
VA

Sunday 8:00 am Holy Eucharist-I »
April 1 10:00 am Holy Eucharist-II a
Palm -%\f(
Sunday el
Monday
April 2 12:15 pm Holy Eucharist-II
Tuesday
April 3 12:15 pm Holy Eucharist-I1
Wednesday | 12:15 pm Holy Eucharist-1I, Holy Unction (Healing Service)
April 4 7:00 pm A Service of Tenebrae (A service of readings and
gradual movement from light to darkness to signify
removal of Christ’s light from the world)
Thursday 12:15 pm Holy Eucharist-1I, Holy Unction (Healing Service)
April 4 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service, Stripping of the Altar
Friday 12:15 pm Good Friday Liturgy
April 5 6:30 pm Stations of the Cross
7:30 pm Good Friday Liturgy
Saturday 10:00 am Holy Saturday Liturgy
April 6 7:00 pm Easter Vigil
Sunday 8:00 am Holy Eucharist-I
April 7 10:00 am Holy Eucharist-II
Easter
Holy Week Servers, Monday, April 2—Saturday, April 7
Monday 12:15 Readers: to be assigned at service
Tuesday 12:15 Readers: to be assigned at service
Wednesday 12:15 Readers: to be assigned at service
7:00 pm Readers: Tenebrae. Patty Hourin, Paul Montjoy
Thursday 12:15 Readers: to be assigned at service
7:00 pm Readers: Maundy Thursday, Sue Stewart
Chalicers: Maundy Thursday, Bobbie Stephens, Bill Frisbie
Friday 12:15 Readers: to be assigned at service
6:30 pm Readers: Stations of the Cross, to be assigned at service
7:30 pm Readers: to be assigned at service
Saturday 10:00 am Readers: to be assigned at service
7:00 pm Readers: Easter Vigil, to be assigned
Chalicers: Darlene Park and Susan White
Ushers: Bob Eddy & Lou Crowe
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Palm Sunday,

Easter Sunday,

April Serving Schedule

Sunday,

Sunday,

Sunday,

Mary & Tyrone Sartin

April 1 April 8 April 15 April 22 April 29
Eucharist Eucharist Baptism Eucharist Eucharist
and
Eucharist

Team 3 Team 4 Team 1 Team 2 Team 3
Altar Guild Boos, Crowe, Pickens, | Allen, Floyd, Giffin, Gilmore | Breen, Davis, | Bryan, Casano, Ford, Park | Boos, Crowe, Pickens,

Swayze Hourin, Thissell Swayze

10am Baptism
Flower Guild Rusty Cobb Bobbie Stephens Travella Dabler Sue Stewart Rusty Cobb
Lector—MP
Chalicers— Ed Weidlich—Chalice Ed Weidlich—Chalice Ed Weidlich- James DeDeaux—Chalice | Ed Weidlich-Chalice
HE Jackie Calvert-Reader Chalice Jackie Calvert—Reader
Usher—8 Bruce Frallic Don Young Bruce Frallic Don Young Bruce Frallic
Acolytes—10 Ashton Hourin David Hector Jake Penrose Sydney Ruzicka Ashton Hourin
Shannon Hourin Matthew Saucier Evan Ruzicka Alan Bruce Shannon Hourin
Ciara Ford
Lector(s) Maren Casano Paul Montjoy Patty Hourin Bob Eddy Sue Stewart
Chalicers Darlene Park Sally Kappus Skip Giffin Katherine Wilson Susan White
Susan White James DeDeaux Bill Frisbie Bobbie Stephens Sally Kappus

Greeter Paul Montjoy David & Karen Hector Gary Gilmore Janis Floyd Chad Badeaux
Usher—10 Eddy & Eddy & Montjoy Darlene & Dick Eddy & Boos Eddy & Crowe

Gilmore Park
Hospitality Judy and Frank Gaupp Georgia Pickens Corny Swayze Travella Dabler Helen Davis
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1 pPaim Sunday 2 Monday 3 Tuesday 4 Wednesday 5 Maundy 6 Good Friday 7 Holy
in Holy Week |in Holy Week |in Holy Week Thursday Saturday
8am—HE:Rite I 12:10—AA 10—D’head 10am—O0A 10—D’head 10— 10—Holy
9am—Christ Ed 12:10—AA
o 12:15—HE Cont. Ed. 12:10—AA Cont. Ed. . . |Saturday
10am—HE:RIte 111 ). 30 shaw  |12:15—HE ' 12:15-HE |y Dae00d P Liturgy
10am—Sunday Ministry aw o= HE 12:15—HE S day Liturgy 7 Easter
School 3-00—Bible 6:30—Choir | 6:00—prayer 1—D'head |6:30—stations of |\, .
4-5:15 Jr. High EYC S'tu dy Group 7:30—Al-Anon | Team Meeting Cont. Ed. the Cross g
5:15-5:45 Meal 7:00—Tenebrae |4:30—Cub 7:30—Good Fri-
5:45-7 Sr. High EYC Service Scouts day Liturgy
8:00—AA 7—Maundy
Thursday Ser-
vice, Stripping
of the Altar
8 Easter Sunday 9 10 11 12 13 14
8am—HE:Rite I 12:10—AA 10—D’head 10am—O0A 10—D’head 12:10—AA 10—ECW
10am—HE:Rite II Ministry 6:30—Choir 12:15—HE 1—D’head
10am—Sunday 3:00—Bible . : Cont. Ed.
School Study Group 7:30—Al-Anon | g:00—AA
service Scouts
4-5:15 Jr. High EYC
5:15-5:45 Meal . .
5:45-7 Sr. High EYC Father Bill on Vacation
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8am—HE:Rite I 12:10—AA 10—D’head 10am—0OA 10—D’head 12:10—AA 8:30—Men’s
9am—Christ Ed. 1:30—Shaw! Cont. Ed. 12:10—AA Cont. Ed. Breakfast
10am—HE:Rite II | Ministry 6:30—Choir 12:15—HE 1—D’head Group
10am—Sunday 3:00—Bible . ' Cont. Ed.
School Study Group 7:30—Al-Anon | g:00—AA 4:30—Cub
4-5:15 Jr. High EYC 7:30—Vestry coout u
5:15-5:45 Meal couts
5:45-7 Sr. High EYC :
J : Debbye out of office
|| Fr. Bill on vacation
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8am—HE:Rite I 12:10—AA 10—D’head 10am—O0A 10—D’head  |12:10—AA 6:30 pm
9am—ChrI§t Ed- 1:30—Shaw! |Cont. Ed. 12:10—AA Cont. Ed. Young Fami-
10am—HE:Rite II .. . / lies Supper
B Ministry 6:30—Choir 12:15—HE 1—D’head PP
10am—Sunday ] : Cont. Ed Club @ Bowil-
School 3:00—Bible 7:30—Al-Anon | g.00—AA B ing Alley in
4-5:15 Jr. High EYC |Study Group Diamond-
5:15-5:45 Meal 6:30pm—Girl head
5:45-7 Sr. High EYC | Scouts
29 30
8am—HE:Rite I 12:10—AA
9am—Christ Ed. 1:30—Shaw!
10am—HE:Rite IT Ministry
10am--Sunday 3:00—Bible

School

4-5:15 Jr. High EYC
5:15-5:45 Meal
5:45-7 Sr. High EYC

Study Group
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Faith Alive! Weekend at St. Thomas this Fall

Faith Alive! is a national organization that coordinates spirit filled weekend pro-
grams for men, women and children. Some of you might be familiar with the
program from other churches you have attended. The weekend provides a won-
derful opportunity for spiritual refreshment and to share with others who are in-
terested in maximizing the meaning of our spiritual journeys. This is one of the
best organized and effective religious retreat/weekend programs in the country.

Substantial prayer and planning is required in advance of a weekend. A six-month lead time is
not unusual. Within this time frame a weekend might be held at St. Thomas in early to mid-
Fall. Fr. Bill and the Vestry will be working on this. Volunteers will be needed to coordinate a
variety of activities. We hope to have an initial planning meeting in April to explore the next
steps. Please let Fr. Bill or Dick Park know if you have an interest in this. The Faith Alive
website is at www.faithalive.org

Lay Delegates to Annual Council in 2008

The Vestry, at its regular meeting on April 17, will elect three delegates and three
alternates from St. Thomas to attend and represent the parish at the 181st Annual
Council of the Diocese of Mississippi in Natchez on January 25-27, 2008. Please
contact Fr. Bill or Dick Park if you have an interest in being considered.

Next Cursillo in October

Cursillo is a worldwide movement of the Episcopal Church which focuses on
more deeply appropriating our Christian experiences into our lives. It also has
been called a “short course on Christianity” that begins with a three-day week-
end at the Gray Center that provides a living and sharing experience where men
and women can meet Christ, meet fellow Christians from around Mississippi,
and experience Christ’s love in community

Cursillo weekends are held twice each year. The March weekend just con-
cluded, and the next weekend is scheduled for October 18-21. Men, women, and young adults
of college age are welcome to attend. This is a wonderful opportunity for husbands and wives
together to share a deeply enriching spiritual experience.

Please see Fr. Bill if you are interested. A little lead time is required to complete the process
and arrange for your sponsors. The national Cursillo website is at http://www.nati-cursillo.org/

St. John’s Drywall Ministry

We have been requested by St. John’s Episcopal Church in Pascagoula to men-
tion its sheetrock ministry offered to people rebuilding from Katrina. The
church raises funds to purchase sheetrock in bulk at a large discount, stores it
onsite, and then donates it to qualified needy homeowners. To date the church
has given away over 17,000 sheets of drywall to over 450 homeowners.

If you are interested in participating in this ministry please earmark your checks payable to St.
John’s and we will pass them on for you. Alternatively you may contact The Rev. Dennis Ryan
at 3507 Pine Street, Pascagoula, MS 39675, (228) 762-1705.
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The St. Thomas Times and Tidings is published monthly.
The submission deadline is the 15th of each month.
Articles and ideas are solicited.

Janis Floyd, Editor
janisfloyd@aol.com

Debbye Jones, Publisher
deb@stthomasdiamondhead.org

The Rev. William R. White
5303 Diamondhead Circle
Diamondhead MS 39525
228-255-9213 (PH)
228-255-7044 (FX)
frbill@stthomasdiamondhead.org
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